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This UK Outbound Travel Briefing covers 21-27 October: updated Jordan and Saudi security
advice requires itinerary-level checks, while a cleared Avanti disruption should no longer be
presented as live. ([gov.uk](https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/jordan)) Birmingham’s
route announcement creates product options, but weaker household confidence and reported
agency sales growth describe different populations—not a single national demand trend.
([routesonline.com](https://www.routesonline.com/airports/2368/birmingham-airport-

uk/news/299667138/bhx-prepares-for-record-breaking-october-half-term/))

Headlines

e Jordan: Karak security update warrants touring checks, not blanket cancellation messaging.1

([gov.uk](https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/jordan))

e Riyadh airport remains at risk; FCDO’s 21 October update is distinct from airline cancellation

notices.2 ([gov.uk](https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/saudi-arabia))

e Avanti's Storm Boelo disruption cleared on 26 October.3
([nationalrail.co.uk](https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/service-disruptions/vt-storm-boelo-

20261023/))

e Birmingham announces Cairo launch and schedules Agadir for 27 October; operating
confirmation remains separate.s
([routesonline.com](https://www.routesonline.com/airports/2368/birmingham-airport-

uk/news/299667138/bhx-prepares-for-record-breaking-october-half-term/))

e Household confidence weakens despite reported Advantage half-term sales growth.se
([nielsenig.com](https://nielsenig.com/global/en/news-center/2026/consumer-confidence-

plunges-11-points-to-24-in-october/))
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Developments that matter

1. Jordan: review Karak itineraries. FCDO’s 25 October update, verified as current on 27 October,
describes a church shooting in Karak Governorate on 23 October, casualties and continuing
security operations. Travellers should avoid affected areas and expect checkpoints. This was not
a countrywide advice-against-travel announcement; the separate restriction within 3km of the
Syrian border remains. Recommendation: obtain ground-handler confirmation for Karak stops and
road transfers before dispatch, and communicate affected locations precisely.1

([gov.uk](https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/jordan))

2. Saudi Arabia: reassess Riyadh connections. The 21 October FCDO update says King Khalid
International Airport continues to be targeted following the 10 October missile strike. Advice
current on 27 October remains against all travel within 10km of Yemen and all but essential
travel elsewhere in Saudi Arabia. This is a material security update to the previous briefing’s
Saudi coverage, not confirmation that airline cancellations have been extended.
Recommendation: check each flight, connection, supplier position and insurance arrangement
separately; do not recycle expired cancellation dates.2 ([gov.uk](https://www.gov.uk/foreign-

travel-advice/saudi-arabia))

Destination access and operations

3. Avanti disruption has cleared. National Rail’s incident affecting services north of Preston began

on 23 October and was cleared at 00:31 on 26 October, with trains reported running normally.



Recommendation: remove this specific storm warning from departure alerts, while keeping
retrospective missed-connection assistance separate. The clearance does not establish conditions
on other operators or guarantee a subsequent journey.3

([nationalrail.co.uk](https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/service-disruptions/vt-storm-boelo-20261023/))

4. Birmingham adds published North Africa options. Its announcement dated 25 October
identifies that day as the launch of EGYPTAIR’s four-times-weekly Cairo service and 27 October as
the scheduled launch of easyjet’s direct Agadir service. The announcement is not independent
confirmation that the Agadir inaugural operated. Recommendation: verify live inventory and
operations before quoting; consider Cairo touring and Agadir winter-sun packages as product
tests, not evidence of incremental demand or cheaper fares.s
([routesonline.com](https://www.routesonline.com/airports/2368/birmingham-airport-

uk/news/299667138/bhx-prepares-for-record-breaking-october-half-term/))

Border background, not a weekly change: UK EES guidance checked for this edition was last
updated on 10 April 2026. Registration has no charge or advance-action requirement; checks at
Dover, Folkestone and Eurostar’s St Pancras terminal occur before leaving the UK.
Recommendation: retain route-specific instructions and operator reporting times. No current
queue-length evidence was verified.s ([gov.uk](https://www.gov.uk/guidance/eu-entryexit-

system))

Value and holiday calendar

5. Affordability signals warrant caution, not blanket discounting. ONS’s 21 October release puts
CPI inflation at 3.5% in the 12 months to September 2026, against 3.1% the previous month. Air
fares fell by 19.5% between August and September, compared with 28.8% in the equivalent 2025
interval. These are published index movements, not October package quotes or evidence that a
particular holiday is cheaper.10

([ons.gov.uk](https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/inflationandpriceindices/bulletins/consumerpriceinflation/sef

The GfK Consumer Confidence Barometer powered by NIM, published on 23 October, reports an
11-point fall to -24; its Major Purchase Index fell 14 points to -22. Interviews covered 2,003 UK
residents aged 16+ between 1 and 14 October. The findings therefore describe earlier household
sentiment, not bookings made during this reporting week. Recommendation: test transparent
total-price and payment messaging rather than assume across-the-board demand weakness.s
([nielsenig.com](https://nielsenig.com/global/en/news-center/2026/consumer-confidence-plunges-

11-points-to-24-in-october/))



School-calendar background is local. Cardiff, Wales, lists half-term as 26-30 October 2026, with
possible voluntary-aided-school differences. Edinburgh, Scotland, lists 12-19 October, with pupils
returning on 20 October. These undated calendars are not new announcements.
Recommendation: segment departure communications by school catchment, verify individual
schools and avoid describing 27 October as a uniform UK holiday.1112

([cardiff.gov.uk](https://cardiff.gov.uk/schooltermdates))

Latest market evidence

Commercial evidence is mixed rather than contradictory. Travel Gossip’s 22 October report says
Advantage’s October half-term sales were up 8% year on year and that 15% of customers
confirmed half-term bookings within the preceding 30 days. It does not define sales as revenue or
passenger volume. This is network-specific purchasing evidence, not a national volume estimate,
and should not be combined with household confidence into a market-growth calculation.s
([travelgossip.co.uk](https://travelgossip.co.uk/latestnews/agents-report-october-half-term-boost-

as-forward-bookings-strengthen/))

The frozen TravelSpy pack contains no new or revised records since the previous edition. Its
September overseas-trip intention measure is 61.5%, released on 22 September, covering
weighted GB adults aged 16+ and the next 12 months—not bookings. CAA’s 2025 airport total,
released on 13 February 2026, is dated mixed-traffic background, not this week’s outbound

demand.7s13

The stored ONS quarterly outbound series ends at 2023-Q4 and was released on 17 May 2024: it
is stale for this briefing. That limitation concerns this evidence pack, not the availability of newer
ONS publications elsewhere. No valid UK Google Trends series is stored; search interest cannot

be substituted for measured purchasing.1413

Actions for travel businesses
Recommendations for the next operating cycle:

e Risk control: assign an owner to every affected Jordan itinerary and Saudi connection. Record
the advice-check timestamp, ground-handler response, airline status and unresolved
decisions; measure outstanding cases and time to resolution. These are proposed controls, not

reported operational results.12 ([gov.uk](https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/jordan))

e Alert hygiene: retire the cleared Avanti notice and audit departure messages for expired

incidents. Track corrections and repeat enquiries separately from historic disruption claims.3



([nationalrail.co.uk](https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/service-disruptions/vt-storm-boelo-

20261023/))

e Product testing: build comparable Cairo touring and Agadir beach propositions only after
supplier and destination checks. Hold baggage, transfers, board basis and cancellation terms
consistent; measure quote-to-book conversion and contribution after fulfilment costs. No
package-price advantage has been established here.s
([routesonline.com](https://www.routesonline.com/airports/2368/birmingham-airport-

uk/news/299667138/bhx-prepares-for-record-breaking-october-half-term/))

e Value and timing: compare total-price-led messaging with the existing approach, using
matched departure windows and school catchments. Track conversion, abandonment and
service contacts before changing discount policy. Weaker sentiment alongside network-
specific sales growth supports testing, not a forecast of either collapse or acceleration.se1112
([nielsenig.com](https://nielseniq.com/global/en/news-center/2026/consumer-confidence-

plunges-11-points-to-24-in-october/))

Data gaps and limitations
e The frozen TravelSpy pack has no new or revised numerical records since the previous edition;
unchanged statistics are background only.13

e The stored ONS quarterly outbound series ends at 2023-Q4, released on 17 May 2024, and is

stale; this is not a claim that newer ONS evidence is unavailable elsewhere.1413
e No valid, unambiguous UK Google Trends series is stored in this evidence pack.13

e The Birmingham announcement verifies published launch dates but does not independently
confirm operation of the 27 October Agadir inaugural or live package availability.4

o Advantage's reported sales growth does not specify revenue versus passenger volume and is
not a national demand measure.s

e Current EES queue lengths and extensions of previously reported airline cancellation notices

were not verified; no such claims are made.

e No like-for-like current package-price comparison was established, so proposed product and

messaging tests imply neither measured savings nor booking uplift.

Methodology

Figures come from official UK statistics stored by TravelSpy with their release dates, licences and attribution. Each
report is drafted by an Al research analyst, automatically checked figure-by-figure against the stored records, and

then independently fact-checked by a separate Al reviewer before publication. Sources keep their own periods and



units and are never blended. Sentiment and search interest are not bookings, and airport passengers include
inbound and connecting traffic.

e UK travel research: included

e UK resident outbound travel: included

¢ UK search interest: not included (No valid, unambiguous UK series stored for this source.)

¢« UK airport passenger context: included

¢ UK travel sentiment: included

References

1. Jordan travel advice. Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office, 2026-10-25.

https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/jordan

2. Saudi Arabia travel advice. Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office, 2026-10-21.

https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/saudi-arabia

3. CLEARED: Storm Boelo - disruption to Avanti West Coast services north of Preston. National Rail, 2026-10-

23. https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/service-disruptions/vt-storm-boelo-20261023/

4. BHX prepares for record-breaking October half term. Birmingham Airport, via Routes, 2026-10-25.
https://www.routesonline.com/airports/2368/birmingham-airport-uk/news/299667138/bhx-prepares-for-

record-breaking-october-half-term/

5. Consumer Confidence plunges 11 points to -24 in October. NIQ / GfK, 2026-10-23.

https://nielsenig.com/global/en/news-center/2026/consumer-confidence-plunges-11-points-to-24-in-october/

6. Agents report October half-term boost as forward bookings strengthen. Travel Gossip, 2026-10-22.

https://travelgossip.co.uk/latestnews/agents-report-october-half-term-boost-as-forward-bookings-

strengthen/
7. UK resident travel sentiment: intention pct (monthly), 2026-09. VisitBritain / VisitEngland, 2026-09-22.

https://www.visitbritain.org/media/6108/download?attachment

Source: VisitBritain / VisitEngland; cite publication URL, release, revision and methodology. Values
converted to canonical units; not bookings.

8. UK airport passenger traffic: UK airport terminal passengers (annual), 2025. UK Civil Aviation Authority,
2026-02-13. https://www.caa.co.uk/data-and-analysis/uk-aviation-market/airports/uk-airport-data/uk-airport-

data-2025/december-2025/

Source: UK Civil Aviation Authority; cite publication URL, release, revision and methodology. Values

converted to canonical units; not bookings.

9. EU Entry/Exit System. Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office and Cabinet Office, 2024-09-05.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/eu-entryexit-system

10. Consumer price inflation, UK: September 2026. Office for National Statistics, 2026-10-21.

https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/inflationandpriceindices/bulletins/consumerpriceinflation/september2026

11. School term dates. Cardiff Council. https://cardiff.gov.uk/schooltermdates



https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/jordan
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/saudi-arabia
https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/service-disruptions/vt-storm-boelo-20261023/
https://www.routesonline.com/airports/2368/birmingham-airport-uk/news/299667138/bhx-prepares-for-record-breaking-october-half-term/
https://www.routesonline.com/airports/2368/birmingham-airport-uk/news/299667138/bhx-prepares-for-record-breaking-october-half-term/
https://nielseniq.com/global/en/news-center/2026/consumer-confidence-plunges-11-points-to-24-in-october/
https://travelgossip.co.uk/latestnews/agents-report-october-half-term-boost-as-forward-bookings-strengthen/
https://travelgossip.co.uk/latestnews/agents-report-october-half-term-boost-as-forward-bookings-strengthen/
https://www.visitbritain.org/media/6108/download?attachment
https://www.caa.co.uk/data-and-analysis/uk-aviation-market/airports/uk-airport-data/uk-airport-data-2025/december-2025/
https://www.caa.co.uk/data-and-analysis/uk-aviation-market/airports/uk-airport-data/uk-airport-data-2025/december-2025/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/eu-entryexit-system
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/inflationandpriceindices/bulletins/consumerpriceinflation/september2026
https://cardiff.gov.uk/schooltermdates

12. School term dates 2026 / 27. City of Edinburgh Council. https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/schools/term-dates

13. TravelSpy report evidence inventory. TravelSpy, 2026-10-27T07:00:11+00:00.
Snapshot of TravelSpy evidence only, not a claim about data available elsewhere. UK travel research:
available. ABTA survey findings are not bookings; retain the study methodology and population. UK resident
outbound travel: available. ONS resident travel estimates; publication frequency is not report frequency. UK
search interest: unavailable. No valid, unambiguous UK series stored for this source. Search interest is a
normalized index, not traveller counts or bookings. Only identically normalized series are comparable. UK
airport passenger context: available. CAA UK airport passengers include non-residents, inbound and
connecting traffic. They are not UK resident outbound demand. UK travel sentiment: available. Survey

intentions and sentiment are not bookings; retain the survey methodology and population.

14. UK resident outbound travel: UK resident visits abroad (quarterly), 2023-Q4. Office for National Statistics,
2024-05-17.

https://www.ons.gov.uk/generator?format=csv&uri=/peoplepopulationandcommunity/leisureandtourism/tim

eseries/gmaf/ott
Source: Office for National Statistics; cite publication URL, release, revision and methodology. Values

converted to canonical units; not bookings.

Talk to TravelSpy about this report
Want the data behind it, a briefing for your team, or the same analysis for your own market?
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https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/schools/term-dates
https://www.ons.gov.uk/generator?format=csv&uri=/peoplepopulationandcommunity/leisureandtourism/timeseries/gmaf/ott
https://www.ons.gov.uk/generator?format=csv&uri=/peoplepopulationandcommunity/leisureandtourism/timeseries/gmaf/ott
https://travelspy.io/contact?report=uk-travel-briefing-2026-10-27

