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October winter-sun spotlight: test total-
cost value as UK flight schedules shift
UK Tour & Package Opportunity Spotlight · 23 October 2026 · Published 23 October 2026

For 23 October 2026, the winter-sun opportunity is to test transparent, airport-specific
packages—not assume a booking boom. September inflation and revised winter airline
schedules strengthen the case for checking affordability and availability together, while
survey intentions remain distinct from sales.
([ons.gov.uk](https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/inflationandpriceindices/bulletins/consumerpriceinflation/september2026))

Headlines

September CPI inflation reached 3.5%; test complete holiday costs, not headline room rates.1
([ons.gov.uk](https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/inflationandpriceindices/bulletins/consumerpriceinflation/september2026))

easyJet’s UK winter schedule was revised down: revalidate departure days before promoting
packages.2 ([oag.com](https://www.oag.com/blog/cautious-capacity-cuts-from-easyjet-for-the-
winter-season))

Egypt, the Canaries and Agadir merit comparable quote tests; click-based averages are not
live offers.3 ([travelsupermarket.com](https://www.travelsupermarket.com/en-
gb/campaigns/holiday-hotlist/))

Maldives tax changes remain conditional on legislation; do not promise refunds prematurely.4
([abta.com](https://www.abta.com/news/abta-statement-new-maldives-tax-rules))

Storm warnings require operational checks, while Norwich’s identified industrial action has
ended.56 ([metoffice.gov.uk](https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/about-us/news-and-media/media-
centre/weather-and-climate-news/2026/amber-warning-issued-as-storm-austen-approaches))



Key figures

70%7

UK adults intending an
overseas holiday
2026 · ABTA’s representative UK-
adult survey wave, released on
13 October 2026, measures
overseas holiday intentions for
the next 12 months, not winter
bookings.

61.5%8

GB adults intending an
overseas overnight trip
2026-09 · VisitBritain’s weighted
September survey of GB adults
aged 16+, released on 22
September 2026, measures next-
12-month intentions rather than
completed bookings.

299.4m
passengers9

UK airport passengers
2025 · CAA’s calendar-2025
total, released on 13 February
2026, includes inbound, non-
resident and connecting traffic
and is not UK outbound winter-
sun demand.

Why this opportunity now?

The commercial question is whether clearer cost certainty can convert holiday intentions into
sustainable winter-sun sales. ONS’s 21 October release put annual CPI inflation at 3.5% in
September 2026, against 3.1% in August. Transport, particularly motor fuels, contributed most to
the increase in the annual rate. This describes household price pressure, not package-holiday
inflation or a measured fall in travel demand.1
([ons.gov.uk](https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/inflationandpriceindices/bulletins/consumerpriceinflation/september2026))

Recommendation: test a complete holiday budget covering flights, accommodation, baggage,
transfers and the chosen meal plan. Show exclusions alongside the total and explain payment
and cancellation terms before checkout. The hypothesis is that certainty matters to budget-
conscious travellers; it is not evidence that all-inclusive holidays necessarily cost less.

There is a substantial intention signal, but it predates this reporting week. ABTA’s 2026 survey
wave, released on 13 October, found 70% of representative UK adults intended an overseas
holiday in the next 12 months. VisitBritain’s September wave, released on 22 September,
recorded 61.5% among GB adults aged 16+ intending an overseas overnight trip. Different
populations and questions prevent treating these as interchangeable measures; neither isolates
winter sun.78

A separate costing development concerns the Maldives. ABTA reported on 21 October that
legislation introduced on 19 October would remove relevant offshore suppliers from tourism GST
and provide refunds once adopted. The original provision took effect on 1 October; proposed
repeal is not an effective repeal. Recommendation: obtain written supplier clarification before



repricing or promising refunds. ABTA also noted that the Bill was unavailable in English.4
([abta.com](https://www.abta.com/news/abta-statement-new-maldives-tax-rules))

What the evidence says

Official statistics provide scale, not a current destination sales ranking. ONS’s Travel trends
release of 16 October estimated 99.9 million UK-resident visits abroad in 2025 and £86.2 billion
spending. The GB-resident components were 95.5 million visits and £83.9 billion. Spain received
19.1 million GB-resident visits, but that cannot be relabelled as Canary Islands holidays. These
are external official statistics in development, subject to revision, and background to this edition.
10

([ons.gov.uk](https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/leisureandtourism/articles/traveltrends/2025))

ONS advises against comparing the 2024 and 2025 annual estimates because survey design
changed during 2024. Separately, this frozen TravelSpy pack’s stored outbound series end in
2023 and are stale; their presence in the snapshot does not make them fresh news. No previous
edition is supplied for comparison.1112

([ons.gov.uk](https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/leisureandtourism/articles/improvingourtravelandtourismstatistics/october2026update))

TravelSupermarket’s 2 October Hotlist offers a narrower shortlisting signal: average holiday
prices per person were £602 for Egypt, £570 for Fuerteventura, £625 for Tenerife, £658 for
Lanzarote and £546 for Agadir. Its basis is clicks for seven-night holidays for two people
departing over the next six months, among its 20 most-searched destinations—not completed
bookings or matched all-inclusive products.3
([travelsupermarket.com](https://www.travelsupermarket.com/en-gb/campaigns/holiday-hotlist/))

Recommendation: use those destinations for simultaneous quote checks with identical departure
dates, airport, occupancy, board basis and baggage. Do not advertise the averages as available
prices or infer destination profitability. The pack has no valid stored UK Google Trends series, and
therefore supplies no corroborating search-index signal.12

Access from the UK and affordability

OAG’s 20 October analysis compared easyJet winter 2026/27 schedules filed on 7 September and
18 October. UK-departing seats changed from 13,218,857 to 12,846,284, with OAG publishing a -
2.8% revision. This is a schedule comparison, not year-on-year passenger growth, and covers the
wider network rather than winter sun alone. Recommendation: recheck flight days, return
availability and hotel stay lengths before releasing dynamically assembled offers.2
([oag.com](https://www.oag.com/blog/cautious-capacity-cuts-from-easyjet-for-the-winter-season))



Jet2’s 25 September announcement is older access background. Its winter programme includes
new Sharm El Sheikh and Hurghada routes from Birmingham, East Midlands, Leeds Bradford,
Gatwick and Manchester, among other bases; East Midlands also gains Agadir. Its programme
totals include skiing and city breaks, so they are not winter-sun capacity totals. Individual
effective start dates and live availability remain to be validated before sale.13

([jet2.com](https://www.jet2.com/news/2026/09/Jet2_responds_to_winter_demand_with_34_brand_new_routes))

CAA’s 299,351,416 UK airport passengers in 2025, released on 13 February 2026, provide
infrastructure context only. Inbound and connecting traffic are included, preventing an inference
about UK residents’ winter-package demand.9

Prospect reported on 21 October that Norwich air-traffic-control members accepted an offer on 19
October and ended industrial action. Recommendation: remove obsolete dispute warnings, while
continuing normal flight-status checks; settlement does not guarantee uninterrupted operations.6
([prospect.org.uk](https://prospect.org.uk/news/norwich-airport-members-secure-improved-pay-
and-conditions))

Recommendation: compare airport choices using the complete trip budget, including surface
access and any necessary overnight hotel. No live, like-for-like package-price audit or executable
supplier exchange-rate comparison was verified for this edition.

Tour and package propositions

Recommendation—Canaries budget-certainty package: test a seven-night Tenerife or
Fuerteventura stay with clearly specified baggage, transfers and meals, against an otherwise
comparable alternative. These are product concepts, not quoted offers. Select hotels only after
checking seasonal facilities, pool-heating arrangements and accessibility; do not promise
guaranteed beach weather.

Recommendation—Agadir alternative: test the same departure window and room standard
against the Canaries, with an optional locally operated excursion priced separately. For full
British-citizen passport holders, FCDO guidance checked for this edition allows tourism without a
visa for up to 90 days and requires passport expiry at least three months after arrival. These are
standing entry conditions, not a new weekly change.14 ([gov.uk](https://www.gov.uk/foreign-
travel-advice/morocco/entry-requirements))

Recommendation—Red Sea beach-and-tour package: offer a resort-only option and a separately
screened excursion variant rather than assuming identical entry arrangements. FCDO says British
passport holders normally need an Egyptian visa; the limited exemption for arrivals by air at



Sharm El Sheikh staying in specified resorts for less than 15 days does not cover travel outside
those resorts. Check the actual itinerary before confirming documentation.15

([gov.uk](https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/egypt/entry-requirements))

Recommendation—segment family departures by school jurisdiction. Bristol’s published 2026/27
calendar ends its first term on 23 October and starts the next on 2 November; academies and
voluntary aided schools may differ. This is England-specific local background, not a UK-wide half-
term window. Confirm the individual school before targeting a departure, and test flexible-date
adult propositions separately rather than assuming off-peak savings.16

([bristol.gov.uk](https://www.bristol.gov.uk/ask?id=25))

Risks and operator tests

Border guidance checked for 23 October distinguishes EES registration from ETIAS authorisation.
FCDO’s Spain guidance says biometric registration is free, requires no advance action and may
require additional immigration time. The European Commission states that EES became fully
operational on 10 April 2026, while ETIAS is not operating and applications are not being
collected. These are background requirements, not newly announced rules; no specific ETIAS
launch date is asserted. Recommendation: keep departure instructions updateable and do not
sell EES registration as an extra.1718 ([gov.uk](https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-
advice/spain/entry-requirements))

Egypt’s FCDO advice was marked current on 23 October but last updated on 4 August. It advises
against all travel to North Sinai and restricts other specified areas; travelling against advice could
invalidate insurance. Recommendation: screen the resort, airport transfer and every excursion,
rather than treating country-level eligibility as a safety guarantee.19

([gov.uk](https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/egypt))

The Met Office’s 21 October Storm Austen notice issued an Amber wind warning for Cornwall, the
Isles of Scilly and parts of West Devon, with wider warnings including rain in southern and
eastern Scotland for Friday 23 October. This is warning evidence, not confirmation of flight
cancellations. Recommendation: check airline, airport and surface-access notices and rehearse
customer-contact procedures. Actual affected flights were not verified.5
([metoffice.gov.uk](https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/about-us/news-and-media/media-
centre/weather-and-climate-news/2026/amber-warning-issued-as-storm-austen-approaches))

Recommended operator tests: - Compare total-cost and headline-price presentations using
matched products; measure quote-to-book conversion and contribution after fulfilment costs. -
Track repricing failures and unavailable returns by airport and departure date before increasing



promotion. - Measure cancellation, amendment and support-contact behaviour alongside
conversion, rather than rewarding sales alone. - Audit passport, visa and excursion checks before
confirmation; log border-related missed transfers separately from airline disruption.

Set commercial thresholds before testing and scale only when margin and service outcomes
support it. These are proposed measurements, not reported results: verified route-level winter-
sun bookings and comparable live quotes remain missing.

Data gaps and limitations

The frozen TravelSpy pack’s stored ONS outbound series end in 2023 and were released on 17
May 2024; newer 2025 estimates are cited separately as external ONS evidence.1210

No valid, unambiguous UK Google Trends series is stored in this evidence pack.12

No previous edition is supplied; records newly present in the snapshot must not be treated as
newly published.12

Neither the stored intention surveys nor the external price-click evidence establishes route-
level winter-sun bookings.783

Live matched package quotes, executable supplier exchange rates, and individual Jet2 route
start dates and availability were not verified.

The Maldives proposal’s enactment, effective repeal date and refund implementation were not
verified; ABTA’s statement describes conditional legislative effects.4

Actual Storm Austen flight cancellations and airport-level operational outcomes were not
verified.5

Several standing entry and school-calendar pages have no visible publication date; they are
used as checked background, not evidence of changes during 17–23 October.

No specific ETIAS commencement date was verified; the official Commission page says it is not
operating and applications are not being collected.18

Methodology
Figures come from official UK statistics stored by TravelSpy with their release dates, licences and attribution. Each
report is drafted by an AI research analyst, automatically checked figure-by-figure against the stored records, and
then independently fact-checked by a separate AI reviewer before publication. Sources keep their own periods and
units and are never blended. Sentiment and search interest are not bookings, and airport passengers include
inbound and connecting traffic.

UK travel research: included



UK resident outbound travel: included

UK search interest: not included (No valid, unambiguous UK series stored for this source.)

UK airport passenger context: included

UK travel sentiment: included
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Talk to TravelSpy about this report
Want the data behind it, a briefing for your team, or the same analysis for your own market?
Contact us at travelspy.io/contact.
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